LEGATION OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 





Cairo, March 21, 1940 





No. 2029 


Subdject: 


Radio and Radio Communications 


in Saudi Arabia. 
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COMMERCIAL AFFAIRS 
Department of -Stato 
The Honorable * 
The Secretary of State, * 
do 
Washington. [ui oP 
Sirs 
I have the honor to submit the following report \ 
concerning the present state of radio and radio communi- 


cations in Saudi Arabia, based on information furnished 


by the Jedda office of the California Arabian Standard 
Oil Company. The despatch is marked confidential as 


the company does not wish the information to be pub- 
lished. 
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The use of radio within Saudi Arabia is strictly 
regulated by the Government. By special arrangement 
with the latter the California Arabian Standard 0il 
Company is permitted to use radio for commnication 
between Jedda and Dammam (in Al-Hasa). Within Al-Hase 
the use of radio is governed by the concession agree- 
ment. The company's radio headquarters are at Danmam, 
Al-Hasa, from which contact is maintained by radio with 
all field parties operating in the country. The Jedda 
station communicates only with Dammam. This service 
is usually conducted for one hour every evening, unless 
special drrangement is made beforehand with the Bureau 
of Mines and Public Works. The Ame rican company takes 
great care to abide scrupulously by the Government's 
rules concerning radio. Thus it is that the Jedda office 
does not use radio to communicate with Bahrein, even 
though it would be cheaper and more expeditious than 
cabling. 

As Saudi Arabia is not a signatory to the International 
Radio Convention of London, none of the regulations adopt- 
ed therein apply to this country. Furthermore, no regu- 
lations of any sort are observed by native operators 
other than the use of international abbreviations, which 
are adopted merely for convenience and brevity. 

The following technical information is furnished 
by the California Arabian Standard 011 Company's radio 
operator: 

“Long Wave: There are at the present time about 
26 Government stations operating on the waveband between 
700 and 900 meters. Their power is about one kilowatt 


input 
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input to self-excited transmitters which are about 40 
percent efficient, and which have a normal coverage of 
about 250 miles radius. CW and ICW transmissions are 
employed; provision is also made for Heising modulated 
telephone, but this is never used, due to the lack of 
experience of the operators. The transmitters are made 
by the British Marconi Company, Ltd., and are of the vin- 
tage of 1925 or thereabouts. All those which I have seen 
are in very poor condition,needing service and general 
repair very badly. They use Marconi receivers of the 
tuned radio frequency type with four tubes, operated from 
batteries. Power supply for the transmitters is from 
kerosene engines supplying either filament voltage direct 
from the generator and high voltage direct, or filament 
voltage direct and high voltage through a converter. The 
output of all generators is DC. Al-Riad and Mecca have, 
I am told, transmitters of 6 kilowatts input. Other 
stations, such as Qatif, Jubail, Jedda, et cetera, are 

of the one kilowatt type. 

Short Wave: There are a few short-wave stations 
now in operation in Arabia; all except one or two, lo- 
cated at Shemsiya, near Al-Riad, are portable, and are 
used by the King and the high Government officials for 
communication with the capital when hunting or traveling. 
I have seen only one of these sets, which was a single 
tube Marconi self-excited rig operated by a portable DC 
generator. The operator informed me that the other sets 
were the same or very similar. Their normal wavelength 
on these sets is around 57-58 meters. 
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The California Arabian Standard 011 Company is 
importing 12 short-wave transmitters and receivers for 
Government account. These consist of five Collins 175 
watt, Type 50-FXC, telephone and telegraph sets, and’ 
seven Heintz and Kaufman 50 - 125 watt portable sets 
for telephone and telegraph. These and their accompanying 
receivers, which are RME superheterodynes, will be 
operated from portable generators delivering 1 KVA at 
110 volts AC. The Collins sets and their receivers will 
be handled by 1-5 KVA generators at 110 volts. As far as 
is now known, the Collins sets will be installed in Al-Riad, 
Mecca, Hufuf, Nejran, and the smaller sets will be used 
in portable service. This is not yet definite, however. 
Speech scramblers will be used between Mecca and Al-Riad. 
Installation of these sets, which is being handled by 
the Company, was begun in January and should be completed 
by June. The wavelengths to be used are 5500, 6800 and 
8800 Kc. under crystal control." 

At Al-Khobar on the Persian Gulf coast, the Californie 
company has constructed and presented to the Government, 
in December 1939, a marine radio station for communication 
with ships. 

Private radio sets in use in Saudi Arabia among the 
Arabs are estimated by Mr. H. St. John Philby at 200, 
while a good number are in use among the 450-odd Americans 


resident in Al-Hasa. 





Copy to: 
American Commercial Attache, Cairo. 


In triplicate. 
File no. 874 : 
WSF/hbh —— 4 —2. 
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CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT Text of Cable agreement between Saudi Arabian Government, the 
Sudan Government , The Eastern *elegraph Co., Ltd. and 
The ‘Cable and Wireless, Ltd: ; 


informs that Articles 11-15 give The Cable and Wireless an 
effective monopaly of radio and cable massages between Saudi 
Arabie and other countries: 
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For the original paper from which reference is taken on 
| is 
Despatch #153 9 
See ‘ oi — si acto tentacles aeateamiig acta: yey aoe enectichears te 
(Despatch, telegram, instruction, letter, etc.) 
rn Mt ee & 
IU 
890f .73, 
File No. __. — — 
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CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT Difficulties experienced by the Californie Arabian Standard 


O11 Company in commuection with radio and telegraphic 
communication between Dhahran and United States, Suggests 
construstion of a radio station im or near Dhahren, 


fp 
69) 
© 
O 
nN 
N 
td 
~ 
O) 
For the original paper from which reference is taken 
BOR isc s 
(Despatch, telegram, instruction, letter, etc.) 
Dated _Nov.8,1943 __ From| saudi arabie (Mose) 
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CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT Radio communication between United Stetes and Saudi Arabia. 
Suggests discussion of- with Sir Campbell Stuart. 


tp 
For the original paper from which reference is taken 
See _................. Memopemam 
(Despatch, telegram, instruction, letter, etc.) 
Dated Dec.4,1943 _. From| state Department 
To IN (de Woif) 
Filo No. Oe | — — 
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DEPARTMENT INCOMIN G DIVISION OF 


OF 
COMMUNICATI 

STATE TELEGRAM AND ciao hese 
BAS~-957 @air wr 6 kK 
This telegram mst be ‘i od al — 
closely paraphrased be- Dated September 29, 1944 L 
fore being communicated — — 
to anyone. (CONFIDENTIAL) Recla 10:13 we. st, AE 


Secretary of State, 
Washington. 


2931, September 29, 8 p.m. 





Reliable confidential source 
FROM EDDY has replied (a) objecting to a Saudi Government 
radio station and (b) asking that their objection be 





kept secret. Since notice to terminate monopoly of 
Eastern telegraph mast antedate December 1 I recommend 
following immediate steps. 


¥vv6c-6/¥7L° 3068 


One. Department request from British Government 
*no objection® " to Saudi Government radio station for 
communication with countries not served by eastern 
telegraph, including United States of America. 

Two. Legation Jidda be instructed to ask Saudi 





Government whether they have London reply and whether 


they plan radio station, 
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November 9,/, 944 / 


ip Yeplg refer to 


Dear Michael: 
Wath reference to our conversation on November 9, 


1944, ZI enclose two brief ané informal statements regard- 
yey (7 1ne the Saudi Avabian communications matter and the Dhahren 
44 airfield matter. 

Sinesrely yours, 


ay 


Paul H. Alling 
** Director 
Office of Near tern and Afriean Affairs 


Enolesures: 
1. Statement entitled 
* Sone Banat 
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* —*; Wright, 
— —~—___ Gounselor, 
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THE SAUDI ARABIAN COMMUNICATIONS MATTER 


In 1926 Cable and Wireless Limited antered into . 
an agreament with the Saudi Arabian Government whereby 
Cable and Wireless Limited acquired a practical monopoly 
on the external communications of Saudi Arabia. This 
agreement provided that it might be terminated or modi- 
fied by either party on June SO of any year divisible by 
five provided six months’ notice ie given by December 1 of 
the previous year. Cable and “Wireless has a cable station 
at Jidda on the Red Sea side of Saudi Arabia and another 
cable atation in Bahrein. The company, however, has no 
communication facilities on the Persian Gulf side of 
Saudi Arabia, 


The Arabian American 011 Company is building on the 
Persian Gulf side of Saudi Arabia a large strategic refinery 
under a Directive of the Joint Chiefa of Staff. This company 
has no adequate means of communication with the United States, 
The nearest commercial station is on Bahrein where measasaves 
must be sent by hand from Dhahran for transmission. The 
company uses a tug which transmits outside territorial quarters 
several times a week to the United States. The company uses 
this tug for ita urgent and confidential messages and eende 
only routine messages through the cable station at Bahrein. 
The company regards these communication facilities as entirely 
inadequate; furthermore, the use of the tug is not strictly 
in accordance with the terms of the agreement between Cable 
and “irelese Limited and the Saudi Arabian Government, 


In June 1944 the Arabian American 011 Company suggested 
to the Saudi Arabian Government thr:t the Saudi Arabian 
Government erect a station of ite own in the vicinity of 
Uhahran and give notice to that effect to Cable and Wireless 
Limited by December 1, 1944. Having failed to receive any 
satisfactory reply from the Saudi Arabian “Sovernment to its 
inquiry, the company requested the Department of State to 
endeavor to ascertain on its behalf the attitude of the Saudi 
Arabian Government in regard to the matter. In October 1944, 
upon inetructions from the Department of State, the American 
Minister at Jidda took the matter up with the Saudi Arabian 
Government. He ascertained that the reason the Saudi Arabian 
Government had not replied to the Arabian American O11 Company 
was that the Hritieh vernment had expressed to the Saudi 
Arabian Government its objection to the establishment of such 
a radio station. It is understood that the Saudi Arabian 
Government would give notice of the modification of its 


agreement 
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‘Botn ‘the american and British Governms te. are in agree- 
ment that suitable — ntrol should be established 




















THE DHAHRAN AIRFIELD MASTER 


At present the United States Army Air Corps is 
flying planes to the Far Eastern theater of war via Iraq 
and Bahrein. The field at Bahrein, because of the soft 
character of the soil on the island, is not suitable for 
heavy planes. It will be necessary, therefore, to find a 
suitable field in another locality nearby. Furthermore, 
the Air Corps desires to fly its planes directly across 
the central part of Saudi Arabia to this field. The Air 
Corpse has found the terrain in the vicinity of Dhahran, 
Saudi Arabia suitable for an airfield, It desires, therefore, 
to secure permission from the Saudi Arabian Government to 
construct a field there and to fly planes directly across the 
country gather than over the northern part, The direct flight 
to ah would save about 220 miles. 


The Saudi Arabian Government has not granted permis- 
sion to the Government of the United States for the U.S. 
Arny Air Corps to build a field in the vicinity of Dhahran 
or to fly ite planes directly across the country because of 
an objection exsressed by the British Government to the Saudi 
Arabian Governaet to the construction of such an airfield in 
the vicinity of Dhahran. It is understood, hovever, that the 
Government of Saudi Arabia would grant such permission provided 
the objection of the British Government thereto is withdrawn. 


American military authorities consider that the con- 
struction of an airfield nei Dhahran at the earliest possible 
moment is neces for the proseoution of the war in the 
Pacific. The ie issue invoiwed is whether the British 
Government will ‘Sffferem the Saudi Arabian Government immediately 
ss withdraws ite objection to the granting of such per- 
mission. 
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